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The Scriptures do not sustain excommunication. 
In the fifteenth chapter of Acta it is said, there 
we have apostolic authority for conference! and to 
settle disputed questions and make decisions 
and deliver them to the churches for to keep as 
we notice in Acta 16 : 4 And of course this im- 
plies that we may demand obedience to them in 
order to govern the churches. 

But we would ask, did they certainly enforce 
their decision ? It must be acknowledged that if 
ever there was any decision made since the time 
of the Savior that would be right to enforce it was 
this one, being sanctioned by the Holy Ghost. 
But there is not the slightest hint that the apostles 
nor the elders nor any of the church ever expelled 
a single person on the authority of this decision, 
and certainly it was not for the want of aufBceut 
cause to expel, for there were many of those who 
mantained it right to circumcise and keep Moses' 
law. But instead of sending committees to execute 
their decisions we find Paul himself to have 
Timothy submit to it in one instance — Acts 16 : 3. 
And so we find in other Scriptures that the truth 
of this decision was propagated not by Romish 
foroe work, but by gentle arguments and pro- 
testations against their error — Acts 18 : 18, and 21 : 
20; Gal: 2, 3,4, and 5:2, 3 

We learn a great deal from the circumstance as 
recorded in Acts 15. Prominent among the things 
that we learn is, that we 'nay have councils for unity 
of action. But if it was wrong for the apostles and 
elders to expel those who did not hear their decis- 
ion, it may safely be said that it is wicked for us 
to assume such an authority. And white we learn 
that we may have such counsels we also learn 
that the decisions of such counsels may be opposed 
without any fear of legal excommunication. 

The counsel at Jerusalem with its decision stays 
in entire harmony with the Savior's teaching. Do 
violence to no man. Love your enemies. Speak 
evil of no man, and even the Savior says almost 
in so many words, not to expel any who work in 
his name and yet do not follow him. Luke 9: 49. 

The counsel at Jerusalem does not show a par- 
ticle of the spirit of authority that characterizes our 
modern councils. This spirit of authority that at- 
tends our modern councils is not the spirit of 
Christ. It is only that zeal without knowledge 
that is urged on by that savage .nature of ours 
which still lurks in our hearts and waits every 
opportunity to gain the ascendency over th« good 
spirit 

Every one with the least of observation in 
moral incidents knows than an individual with 
truth and right on his side never needs, and in 
most instances never does urge their cause by 
force to the injury of any other, for pity takes 
hold on such, especially when the individual is un 
der Christian influence and' remembers how once 
a dear Savior took all kinds of contradictions of 
sinners. 

It is reasonable also that the cause of right and 
truth should prosper in love this way now with 
us, for it prospered under this method in the onset 
under the rage of persecution and false brethren 
and today the fruits of these labors of love are 
manifest amongst us. 

Again if truth and righteousness will not 
propagate itself in faith and love why speak of the 
powerful kingdom of Christ established in truth 
and righteousness since it would be weaker than 
error, for this is the manner and method of error 
in propagating itself. The enemy in the propaga- 
tion of error does not come to us in some rude 
manner with a decision made by some authoritative 
body of men who have been sitting in council Bay- 
ing to ns accept and be applauded reject and be 
condemned, but to the contrary the enemy comes 
"speaking unto us smooth things" and "by good 
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple." And why does be come in this manner ? 
Simply because it is' the strongest and beat and 
moat effectual way to reach the human heart, it 
being the Christian's method. The enemy will 
only resort to his own unchristian method of law 
making when the Christian's method fails ; and at 
no time is he mere delighted than when he can 


succeed to have true disciples to make a decision 
based upon truth and than make decision and 
be able to charge them as being the cause of 
division. Division is what the enemy wants and 
will have regardless of the means and then he has 
gained the victory. 

We may make decisions and it is an individual 
duty to do so and not to be tossed hither and 
thither with every wind of doctrine, and at every 
opportunity propagate our view in love with all 
| the force of argument that we can command ; but 
never attempt to enforce them. The time will come 
when the opposite side will enforce theirs either 
violently, mutually or carelessly, so that the truth- 
ful need never be chargeable with causing division. 

We need only to follow the examples of faith 
and love in the apostles and elders in the cir- 
cumstance under consideration. , Faith, in that 
we believe that the Lord ia able to take care of 
his own cause without the aid of human decisions 
where the word is si hnt. Love, O such love that 
will have us to weep for the erring as did the 
apostle for the erring brethren. Phil. 3 : 17, 18. 

Warrensburg, Mo. 


Protracted Meetings. 

Some churches are blest with revivals during 
a greater part of the year. Surly this is a cause 
for much rejoicing. All Christian people who 
have had experience In such meetings, will 
acknowledge that they are productive of much 
good. Through the cares of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the pride of life, many 
church members will drift into cold formality, 
perchance, get discouraged and give up the struggle. 
While a successful revival will have a tendency 
to awaken in them new interests, and begat in 
them new zeal, and encourage them onward in 
the path of righteousness. 

Aside of this, an influence for good goes out in 
the vicinity where a successful protracted meeting 
is being conducted. Men will attend the meetings, 
who are seldom if ever seen in the church any 
other time, perchance read their Bibles, and for 
the first time in their lives begin to pray. Thus 
it has often been observed that a deep religious 
feeling prevades the entire community. 

As there is a time to sow and a time to reap we 
will try to look at protracted effort as we would, at 
a temporal harvest. All persons who are acquaint- 
ed with a fanner's life (and we hope none will 
despise honest industry) know that after the grain 
has been sown and harvest is approaching there 
is some preparation made before the harvest is 
begun. Machinery is put in order, business matters 
arranged so aearly the whole time may be devot- 
ed to reaping and gathering in the grain. Even 
the house wife manages to have her extra duties 
performed which will enable her to assist her 
husband in every way possible, in gathering the 
harvest. Thus men women and children unite 
their efforts goto work with a fixed determination 
to reap and gather in the harvest. In a short 
time the work is accomplished. With this view of 
a temporal harvest we come to look at a spiritual 
harvest upon the same premise. 

The ministers, co workers and members of a 
church have been diligent in sowing good seed in 
the hearts and minds of all who come within the 
sphere of tbeir influence. A bountiful harvest, ia 
about ripe. The word goes out that a protracted 
meeting is going to be held in the near future. 
Just as the housd holders arranged their business 
matters to be ready for their temporal harvest, 
so should the members at the church arrange 
their business matters so as to enable them to at- 
tend tbe meetings. All are needed. Your presence 
will have its effect. Just as each one can do some- 
thing toward gathering a temporal harvest so each 
one can do something toward gathering a spiritual 
harvest. , , 

We notice in a temporal harvest the laborers 
do not all perform the same kind of work. One's 
work may differ from the other, yet both are im- 
portant, and go toward completing the whole. 

So in the spiritual harvest i some can preach, 
some can sing and pray, while others can admon- 
ish, invite and attract sinners to come to the 
Savior. 
Those who hare tatted that the Lord is good 


should with a willing heart and a ready mind com- 
munioate to those around the lisht with which 
they have been enlightened. Christ says, "Let 
your light so shine before men so that tbey may 
tell your good works,'' we think that they too, "may 
glorify the Father which is in heaven." We be- 
lieve we will be held responsible in some measure, 
if we bold back the light that would bsnefit our 
fellow beings spiritually. It is a duty to tell to 
those around what a dear Savior we have found. 
"That which we have seen and heard declare we 
unto yon." 

We honestly believe that professors of Chris- 
tianity are strengthened in the faith by testifying to 
the goodness of God, and telling of their hope 
laid up in heaven, thereby preaching sermons to 
the unconverted. Many a poor soul has been 
awakened from his slumber by some religious 
friend or a relative, giving a reason of the hope 
within him. 

Some time ago we heard a German Baptist 
elder apeak in favor of experience meetings, and 
to be sure that his hearers would understand, he 
related his own experience when he was converted. 
This was impressed on our minds as being another 
step toward Christian progression. 

While a meeting ia in progress all should stand 
by the minister, who is conducting it. Unless 
all work together for one cause the beat results will 
not be obtained. Whatever may contribute to 
bia comfort, encourage hiB heart, inspire his soul, 
that he should receive. 

On the other hand whatever may detract from 
bis influence or his enjoyment, or impede his pro- 
gress in the work in which he is engaged, should 
be averted. Hold his arms up in your prayers. 
Oftimes a nod of the head, a hearty amen, will do 
much toward making the sermon effectual. 

Remember as tbe waters of the great deep 
bear up a ship bo your sympathies and prayers 
will bear up your minUter while he is preaching 
the Word. 

In conclusion we would recommend earnestness 
in the work of all who are thus engaged. "Oh yes I" 
says one, be sure that your zeal is not without 
knowledged." There is danger of getting a little 
excentric at such times. To such we say Bible 
earnestness ia intelligent and finds ways and 
methods to reach valuable ends. 

What a forcible example of earnestness we have 
given by Paul in a letter to the Collossians. 

"Whatever ye do, do it heartily as unto the 
Lord and notto m«n." We infer from this Scripture 
that we are to forget self and become so absorb- 
ed in the work that we will not aim to please self 
or man but rather aim to please God. 

Kate Yost. 

Burbank, 0., Dec. 20, 1887. 


Family Prayers. 

There ia one mark of a household in which God 
is known and loved, which is too often wanting in 
our day — I mean the practice of family prayer. 
Depend upon it, tbe worth of a practice of that 
kind can only be measured by its effects during a- 
long period of time, and family prayers, though 
occupying only a few minutes, do make a great 
difference to any household at the end of the year. 
How, irdeed, can it be otherwise, when each 
morning, and, perhaps, each evening, too, all the 
members of the family, tbe old and the young, the 
parents and >he children, the master and the ser- 
vants, meet on a footing of perfect equality before 
the Eternal, in whose presence each is as nothing, 
or leas than nothing, yet to whom each is so in- 
finitely dear that he has redeemed by his blood 
each and all of them ? How must not the bad 
spirits that are the enemies of pure and bright 
family life flee away — the spirit of envy, and pride, 
and untruthfulness, and sloth, and tbe whole tribe 
of evil thoughts, and make away for his gracious 
presence in the hearts of old and young alike, wbo, 
as he brings us one by one nearer to the true end 
of onr existence, so does he, and he alone, make 
us to be "of one mind in a house" here within the 
narrow presence of each home circle, and hearafter 
in that countless family of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, which shall dwell with 
him, the universal Parent of all eternity. — Canmon 
Lid doh. 


